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SUBJECT: BALTIMORESUN EDITORIAL 

FOLLOWING FOR YOUR INFORMATION IS THE TEXT OF AN 
EDITORIAL ENTITLED "ROASTING BEAR IN BELGRADE" WHICH 
APPEARED IN THE FEBRUARY 28 EDITION OF THE BALTIMORE 
SUN: 


BEGIN TEXT: 

IT HAS BEEN A LONG WINTER FOR RUSSIAN DIPLOMATS IN BELGRADE. 
THEY HAVE SQUIRMED, THREATENED AND MANEUVERED, AND ALL 
TO NO AVAIL. THE SOVIET UNION STANDS CONDEMNED FOR ITS 
DEPLORABLE HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD AMONG MOST OF THE 35 NATIONS 
ASSEMBLED TO REVIEW COMPLIANCE WITH THE 1975 HELSINKI 
CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE. 

IT MUST BE SMALL COMFORT TO THE KREMLIN THAT IT IS FORCING 
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THE BELGRADE CSCE MEETING TOWARD ADJOURNMENT WITH LITTLE 
PROSPECT OF A SUBSTANTIAL COMMUNIQUE. CONFERENCE RULES 
REQUIRE UNANIMITY. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN AS EASY FOR LITTLE 
MALTA AS FOR BIG RUSSIA TO HAMSTRING THE DRAFTING OF A 
COMMUNIQUE. WHAT REALLY MATTERS IS THAT EUROPEAN NEUTRALS 

AND EVEN SEVERAL OF THE MORE INDEPENDENTLY INCLINED 
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WARSAW PACT STATES HAVE WITNESSED THE TRANSPARENT KREMLI 
EFFORT TO WEASEL ON ITS 1975 PLEDGE TO RESPECT "HUMAN 
RIGHTS. ..FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS.. .AND THE FREER MOVEMENT 
OF PEOPLE AND IDEAS." WHAT ALSO MATTERS IS THAT THE 
SOVIET UNION HAS NOT DARED TO BLOCK THE SCHEDULING OF 
ANOTHER REVIEW CONFERENCE, THIS TIME IN MADRID IN 1980, 
WHERE AGAIN ITS FEET SHOULD BE HELD TO THE FIRE. 

THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE IS NO MORE LIKELY TO CHANGE THE 
AUTHORITARIAN NATURE OF THE SOVIET UNION THAN DID THE 
HELSINKI CONFERENCE. THERE MAY INDEED BE FURTHER CRACK- 
DOWNS. WITH A SHOW TRIAL FOR SOVIET DISSIDENT ANATOLY 
SHCHARANSKY. NEVERTHELESS, THE HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENTS 
THAT SPRANG UP IN THE SOVIET BLOC AFTER THE 1975 
CONFERENCE CAN TAKE HEART THAT INTERNATIONAL MORAL 
PRESSURE REMAINS FOCUSED ON THE KREMLIN. EVEN IF THERE 
IS A BLAND COMMUNIQUE, OR NO COMMUNIQUE, THE VERY PROCESS 
OF HAVING THE SOVIET SYSTEM IN THE DOCK AT BELGRADE WAS 
WORTHWHILE. 

SOME WESTERNERS AND NEUTRALS FELT, ON OCCASION, THAT 
THE AMERICAN DELEGATE, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, WENT TOO 
FAR IN CASTIGATING THE SOVIET RECORD. BUT WHO WILL 
FORGET MR. GOLDBERG'S RESPONSE WHEN HE WAS BAITED ABOUT 
THE "WILMINGTON 10" CASE? THE US REPRESENTATIVE SAID 
HE PERSONALLY FELT THE DEFENDANTS SHOULD HAVE BEEN FREED. 
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THEN ASKED IF THE SOVIET DELEGATE HAD "ANY SIMILAR 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT SOVIET IUSTICE." THE SPIRIT OF 
HELSINKI DEMANDS. AFTER ALL, THAT ALL GOVERNMENTS BE HELD 
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE WAY THEY TREAT THEIR CITIZENS. 

SOVIET PRESIDENT BREZHNEV CONSTANTLY DEPLORES US EFFORTS 
TO CREATE "LINKAGE" BETWEEN DETENTE AND SUCH BLOODY- 
MINDEDNESS AS THE SOVIET-CUB AN OPERATION IN THE HORN OF 
AFRICA. YET IT WAS HE, A YEAR AGO, WHO WARNED THAT 
SALT II WAS BEING IMPEDED BY PRESIDENT CARTER'S HUMAN 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGN. IN REALITY, LINKAGE EXISTS ALWAYS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. WHATEVER PROPAGANDA LICKING THE 
SOVIET UNION IS TAKING ON HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD HARDLY BE 
SUFFICIENT FOR MOSCOW TO SCUTTLE SALT. RATHER, ITS 
CURRENT CHOICE SEEMS TO LIE BETWEEN THE STRATEGIC 
ADVANTAGE IT HOPES TO REAP IN ETHIOPIA. AT THE COST OF 
LOSING POTENTIAL SALT RATIFICATION VOTES IN CONGRESS, AND 
THE SECURITY-ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES IT SEES IN A STRATEGIC 
ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENT. THE BLEAK STATE OF AMERICAN- 
SOVIET RELATIONS IS ALL THE MORE REASON TO HOLD THE 
KREMLIN TO ITS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITMENTS. CHRISTOPHER 
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